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Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday September 20th, 2016 

 

 
On Tuesday September 20th, 2016 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Eric Shumate, Todd Stowe, Julie Jones, Ed Haney and Connie 

Crawford. Staff members present were Ryan Marcotte and Eric Marshall.  Bruce 

Sprague was absent.   

Connie Crawford made the motion to accept the minutes from the August, 2016 

meeting, and Ed Haney seconded the motion.  The motion carried 6-0 

 

Public Requests and Petitions  Steve Main, 1717 Sunset Drive, Kearney 

Missouri, came before the board requesting permission to once again host the 

2017 Lions Club Wine Tasting Event, with a proposed date of Saturday, June 3rd, 

at the Jesse James Pavilion in Jesse James Park.  Steve explained it would be held 

once again in the afternoon to early evening, with the times exactly not set.  Jeff 

Couchman asked staff if we see any conflicts in this date being requested.  Staff 

told the board, we have kept this date open, reserved for the Lions Club Wine 

Taste event for the first Saturday in June, so no concerts or conflicts will happen.  

Staff also stated that Steve Main, and Marion hood have already started getting 

the insurance requirements needed for this event, and will be given to the City of 

Kearney well in advance of their event per City requirements.   

After no further discussion, Todd Stowe made the motion to allow the Lions Club 

Wine Tasting event, set for Saturday June 3rd 2017 at the Jesse James Pavilion in 

Jesse James Park, per contract requirements set forth by the City.  Connie 

Crawford seconded the motion, and the motion carried 6-0.  

 

Old Business—Eric mentioned that city staff was in the process of continuing 

maintenance of the Jesse James Park after now that the festival is complete.  

Fixing ruts, which amazingly were minimal, considering all the rain leading up to 

the Festival is being taken care of.  We will be aerating the soccer fields, grass 

parking lots at Jesse James Park, and also aerating the ball fields at Mack Porter 

once the games are completed this fall.  Ryan mentioned that we will be planting 

12 white pine trees in Fairview Cemetery, which will take place once Missouri 

Dig rite has completed their checks for potential conflicts.  Staff also stated that 

we have been replacing new home plates at the ball fields, so the fields are 

acceptable for good playing conditions 

Ryan said that the department has started the games for girl’s volleyball and that 

all games are being played at the Kearney High School.  Eric Shumate asked how 

many teams we had playing, with staff reporting, 11 total teams, with 

approximately 90girls participating.  Sign-up forms were available in schools as 

well as on the city website. 

Eric stated the fall adult men’s and coed softball league is nearing completion, as 

we had to push the league back due to rain outs.  We have approximately 3-4 

weeks to play yet.  We have men’s, playing Wednesday, coed, playing Friday’s, 

and also this fall, a church league which plays Monday evenings. 
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Staff brought information to the board requesting permission to approve an 

intergovernmental agreement between the City of Kearney, and the Kearney R-1 

School District, which pertains to the Mayor’s initiative.  Marie Steiner at the 

August meeting presented those findings of a skate park as being the project to 

undertake.  In the August meeting that was approved by the Park Board.  Staff 

reported that City attorney Brian Hall has drafted an agreement in principal 

between the two entities, allowing the City of Kearney to lease the existing tennis 

courts for the purpose of having that area become a skate park, and Pickle Ball 

court. Eric attended the September 15th School Board meeting, which the enclosed 

proposed agreement, and was unanimously approved by the School District.  Eric 

asked the board, that if this agreement draft was acceptable to the Park Board, we 

then would take the agreement to the Board of Aldermen for their approval… 

then if that is approved, a formal intergovernmental agreement would be drawn 

up and signed by both the City of Kearney and the Kearney R-1 School District, 

leasing the existing tennis courts on 19th street to the City of Kearney.  Connie 

asked staff what area would be the Pickle Ball Court, which staff suggested using 

the west area for Pickle Ball, and the remaining area for Skate Park.  Eric 

Shumate asked if conflicts between the skaters and users of Pickle Ball would 

happen.  Ryan mentioned it is the intent to put a dividing net between the areas in 

the future so that the areas would then be defined.  Staff reported that if approved, 

budgetary figures would have to be given to Jim Eldridge, for the purpose of 

buying skate park equipment and different netting for the Pickle Ball court(s), 

along with a dividing net as well.  If the intergovernmental agreement is passed, 

we would come back for approval of requested items of skate park equipment for 

the area for the Park Board’s approval.  Todd stated he thought this was a great 

idea, as we have been talking of doing a skate park for many years, and an 

existing location, with surface and parking already in place is a bonus for us, 

allowing those kids a great area to use their skateboards in an enclosed location.   

After no further discussion, Ed Haney made a motion to accept the proposed draft 

to make the existing tennis courts in to a skate park/Pickle Ball site.  Julie Jones 

seconded the motion, and to send on to the Board of Aldermen for their approval, 

and to have a formal intergovernmental contract between the City of Kearney and 

Kearney R-1 School District.  Motion approved 6-0. 

   

New Business  Staff told the board that the Fall Kids fest will be held on 

Saturday, October 8th, from 1-4 pm at Jesse James Park, in the carnival lot.  Eric 

mentioned that we budget around 9,000 for this fantastic event, as we have both 

air toys, and mechanical rides, along with various businesses, church 

participation, and non profit organizations, also contributing to this event for the 

youth of Kearney.  Eric Shumate asked how we get the word out for this event.  

Ryan mentioned that we take individual flyers to each of the elementary schools, 

along with all of the day care providers in town.   

Ryan mentioned that the annual Jim Bach memorial Oktoberfest will be held 

Saturday, October 1st, with this year changing the time from evening to afternoon 

from 2-6 pm.  Ryan mentioned we hope to have warmer weather at this time.  

German food, polka band, and of course refreshments will be served, with a $5 

entry fee.   

 

Amphitheater   Ryan recapped the Amphitheater season, noting most shows 

were not attended as well as hoped.  We have had discussions of not having a set 
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number of national acts, where we have had to “settle” on acts, and instead getting 

acts we think would be attended well, and if we have fewer acts to accomplish 

this, this is what we think would better benefit the amphitheater.  We also will 

look at diversifying, looking different genres as well, if we feel it would so benefit 

the amphitheater.  Ryan mentioned we will be having our agent come up and visit 

with Mayor, Jim, and staff, so start the process of looking for the 2017 season, 

which would be year ten of the amphitheater.  Staff reported we would keep them 

informed of how this is progressing.   

 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the 

agenda, a motion was made by Todd Stowe, and seconded by Connie Crawford to 

adjourn.   
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                             Ed Haney, Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


